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1
ELECTRICAL POWER SYSTEM WITH
AUTOMATIC TRANSFER SWITCH FAILURE
PROTECTION

BACKGROUND

Organizations such as on-line retailers, Internet service
providers, search providers, financial institutions, universi-
ties, and other computing-intensive organizations often con-
duct computer operations from large scale computing facili-
ties. Such computing facilities house and accommodate a
large amount of server, network, and computer equipment to
process, store, and exchange data as needed to carry out an
organization’s operations. Typically, a computer room of a
computing facility includes many server racks. Each server
rack, in turn, includes many servers and associated computer
equipment.

Because the computer room of a computing facility may
contain a large number of servers, a large amount of electrical
power may be required to operate the facility. In addition, the
electrical power is distributed to a large number of locations
spread throughout the computer room (e.g., many racks
spaced from one another, and many servers in each rack).
Usually, a facility receives a power feed at a relatively high
voltage. This power feed is stepped down to a lower voltage
(e.g., 208 V). A network of cabling, bus bars, power connec-
tors, and power distribution units, is used to deliver the power
at the lower voltage to numerous specific components in the
facility.

Some data centers include back-up components and sys-
tems to provide back-up power to servers in the event of a
failure of components or systems in a primary power system.
In some data centers, each primary power system may have its
own back-up system that is fully redundant at all levels of the
power system. For example, in a data center having multiple
server rooms, each server room may have its own primary
power system and back-up power system.

In some systems, an automatic transfer switch provides
switching between alternate power systems. For example, an
automatic transfer switch may switch power between a pri-
mary power system and a back-up power system. If the auto-
matic transfer switch coupled to a rack system fails (for
example, due to an overcurrent condition in the automatic
transfer switch), the system may no longer be able to auto-
matically switch to back-up power during a primary system
failure.

In some cases, an automatic transfer switch that has prop-
erly functioned to switch to back-up power nevertheless fails
to switch back to the primary power system once primary
power has been restored. In this case, a power mismatch
between primary power and secondary power downstream
from the automatic transfer switch may cause a failure in the
power system. In addition, having an automatic transfer
switch stuck on back-up power even after primary power is
restored may place strain on the back-up power system (keep
the back-up system on a higher duty cycle that it is designed
for).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a block diagram illustrating one embodiment of a
data center having a reserve power system that backs up
primary power systems for multiple rooms of a data center.

FIG. 2 illustrates an embodiment of a data center including
rack systems fed by sets of automatic transfer switches.

10

15

20

25

30

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

FIG. 3 illustrates one embodiment of a system that includes
power junction devices that can be used to cross couple the
outputs of automatic transfer switches.

FIG. 4 illustrates one embodiment of a system including
multiple automatic transfer switches that are cross-coupled
via power junction devices.

FIG. 5 illustrates one embodiment of a system with cross-
coupled automatic transfer switches that are on a secondary
feed.

FIG. 6 illustrates one embodiment of a system in which a
power junction device decouples a branch of a system from
other branches of the system.

FIG. 7 illustrates one embodiment of an automatic transfer
switch that has been isolated from other automatic transfer
switches in a group.

FIG. 8 illustrates one embodiment of a system in which a
power junction device has shed a load from a group of cross-
coupled automatic transfer switches.

FIG. 9 illustrates a method of supplying power to loads
with cross-coupled automatic transfer switches.

While the invention is susceptible to various modifications
and alternative forms, specific embodiments thereof are
shown by way of example in the drawings and will herein be
described in detail. It should be understood, however, that the
drawings and detailed description thereto are not intended to
limit the invention to the particular form disclosed, but on the
contrary, the intention is to cover all modifications, equiva-
lents and alternatives falling within the spirit and scope of the
present invention as defined by the appended claims. The
headings used herein are for organizational purposes only and
are not meant to be used to limit the scope of the description
or the claims. As used throughout this application, the word
“may” is used in a permissive sense (i.e., meaning having the
potential to), rather than the mandatory sense (i.e., meaning
must). Similarly, the words “include,” “including,” and
“includes” mean including, but not limited to.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Various embodiments of systems and methods for supply-
ing power to electrical systems are disclosed. According to
one embodiment, a data center includes a plurality of loads
and an electrical power distribution system. The electrical
power system includes a primary power source, one or more
secondary power sources, and one or more groups of auto-
matic transfer switches. Each automatic transfer switch and
its corresponding load define a branch of the group. Each of
the groups of automatic transfer switches includes a power
cross-coupling system that cross-couple the branches in the
group such that a load coupled to the output of the automatic
transfer switch in one branch in the group is coupled to the
output of an automatic transfer switches in the other branches
of the group.

According to one embodiment, a system includes a plural-
ity of'loads and an electrical power distribution system. The
electrical power system includes a primary power source, one
or more secondary power sources, and one or more automatic
transfer switches. Each automatic transfer switch and its cor-
responding load define a branch of the system. Each branch
may include a power junction device that couples the branch
with a back-up power source such that a load coupled to the
output of the automatic transfer switch in the branch is
coupled to the back-up power source.

According to one embodiment, a power junction device
includes a main junction power input that can couple with a
power source, a junction power output that can couple with a
load, a set of conductors that can couple the main junction
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power input to the junction power output, and one or more
sets of power cross coupling terminals. The sets of power
cross-coupling terminals can couple the load to a back-up
power source.

According to one embodiment, a method includes cou-
pling each of a plurality of loads to an automatic transfer
switch of a power distribution system. Each of the automatic
transfer switches can switch between a primary power source
and a secondary power source. Branches of the power distri-
bution system are cross-coupled to form a group of automatic
transfer switches such that a load coupled to the output of the
automatic transfer switch in one of the branches is coupled to
the output of an automatic transter switch in other branches of
the group. Electrical power is supplied through the automatic
transfer switches to the loads.

As used herein, “computing” includes any operations that
can be performed by a computer, such as computation, data
storage, data retrieval, or communications.

As used herein, “computing device” includes any of vari-
ous devices in which computing operations can be carried
out, such as computer systems or components thereof. One
example of a computing device is a rack-mounted server. As
used herein, the term computing device is not limited to just
those integrated circuits referred to in the art as a computer,
but broadly refers to a processor, a server, a microcontroller,
a microcomputer, a programmable logic controller (PL.C), an
application specific integrated circuit, and other program-
mable circuits, and these terms are used interchangeably
herein. Some examples of computing devices include e-com-
merce servers, network devices, telecommunications equip-
ment, medical equipment, electrical power management and
control devices, and professional audio equipment (digital,
analog, or combinations thereof). In various embodiments,
memory may include, but is not limited to, a computer-read-
able medium, such as a random access memory (RAM).
Alternatively, a compact disc—read only memory (CD-
ROM), a magneto-optical disk (MOD), and/or a digital ver-
satile disc (DVD) may also be used. Also, additional input
channels may include computer peripherals associated with
an operator interface such as a mouse and a keyboard. Alter-
natively, other computer peripherals may also be used that
may include, for example, a scanner. Furthermore, in the
some embodiments, additional output channels may include
an operator interface monitor and/or a printer.

Asused herein, “computer room” means a room of a build-
ing in which computer systems, such as rack-mounted serv-
ers, are operated.

As used herein, “data center” includes any facility or por-
tion of a facility in which computer operations are carried out.
A data center may include servers dedicated to specific func-
tions or serving multiple functions. Examples of computer
operations include information processing, communications,
simulations, and operational control.

As used herein, one component in a power distribution
system is “downstream” from another component in the
power distribution system if the one component receives
power from the other component or is at a lower level in the
power distribution system than the other component. For
example, a floor PDU may be downstream from a UPS, or a
power supply unit in a server may be downstream from a rack
PDU.

As used herein “floor-level”, as applied to a component or
system, means the component or system serves two or more
racks on the floor of a computer room or other facility.

As used herein, a “module” is a component or a combina-
tion of components physically coupled to one another. A
module may include functional elements and systems, such as
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computer systems, circuit boards, racks, blowers, ducts, and
power distribution units, as well as structural elements, such
a base, frame, housing, or container.

As used herein “PDU-level”, as applied to a component or
system, means the component or system serves a single PDU,
or electrical systems coupled to a single PDU.

As used herein, “power distribution unit” means any
device, module, component, or combination thereof, that can
beused to distribute electrical power. The elements of a power
distribution unit may be embodied within a single component
or assembly (such as a transformer and a rack power distri-
bution unit housed in a common enclosure), or may be dis-
tributed among two or more components or assemblies (such
as a transformer and a rack power distribution unit each
housed in separate enclosure, and associated cables, etc.). A
power distribution unit may include a transformer, power
monitoring, fault detection, isolation.

As used herein, “power panel” means any panel, device,
module, component, or combination thereof, that can be used
to transfer or distribute electrical power from one or more
input conductors to one or more output conductors. In certain
embodiments, a remote power panel includes main lug only
panel conductors. A remote power panel may be housed in an
enclosure, such as a cabinet.

Asusedherein, “primary power” means any power that can
be supplied to an electrical load, for example, during normal
operating conditions.

As used herein, a “match”, in the context of matching sets
of'power lines, means that the characteristics between the sets
of power lines are similar to one another within acceptable
limits. A match does not require that the measurements of the
two items be precisely equal. In some embodiments, the
acceptable variance levels for a match are predetermined. For
example, in one embodiment, for a voltage level match, an
input power line may be predetermined to match a feed line if
the difference in measured voltage between the two lines is 7
volts or less. Various characteristics, such as voltage, wave-
form, etc. may be used as criteria to determine a match.

As used herein, a “rack’” means a rack, container, frame, or
other element or combination of elements that can contain or
physically support one or more computing devices.

As used herein, a “rack computing system” means a com-
puting system that includes one or more computing devices
mounted in a rack.

As used herein “rack-level”, as applied to a component or
system, means the component or system serves electrical
systems in a particular rack. (For example, rack-PDU.

As used herein, “reserve power” means power that can be
supplied to an electrical load upon the failure of, or as a
substitute for, primary power to the load.

As used herein, a “secondary feed” refers to any feed that
supplies power that is separate from a primary power system
for at least a portion of a primary power chain. In some
embodiments, a secondary power feed may be completely
independent of the primary power distribution system. In
some embodiments, however, a secondary feed is not com-
pletely independent of the primary power distribution system.
For example, both the primary power distribution system and
a secondary feed may both receive power from the same
utility feed, the same step-down transformer (for example, a
primary-side transformer), the same uninterruptible power
supply (for example, a primary-side), etc.

As used herein, a “switching device” means any device,
element, or combination thereof, that can be operated to open
or close an electrical switch.

As used herein, one component in a power distribution
system is “upstream” from another component in the power
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distribution system if the one component supplies power to
the other component or is at a higher level in the power
distribution system than the other component. For example, a
UPS may be upstream from a floor PDU, or a rack PDU may
be upstream from a power supply unit for a server.

FIG. 1is a block diagram illustrating one embodiment of a
data center having a reserve power system that backs up
primary power systems for multiple rooms of a data center.
Data center 50 includes rack 52, primary power side 100, and
reserve power side 200. Primary power side 100 includes
transformer 102, generators 104, and switchgear 105, and
primary power systems 106. Sets of computer systems 54 in
racks 52 may perform computing operations in data center 50.
Computer systems 54 may be, for example, servers in a server
room of data center 50. Computer systems 54 in racks 52 may
each receive power from one of primary power systems 106.
In one embodiment, each of primary power systems 106
corresponds to, and provides power to, the servers in one
room in data center 50. In one embodiment, each of primary
power systems 106 corresponds to, and provides power to,
one rack system in data center 102.

Primary power systems 106 each include UPS 110 and
floor power distribution unit 112. Floor power distribution
unit 112 provides power to various racks 52. In some embodi-
ments, floor power distribution unit 112 includes a trans-
former that transforms the voltage from switchgear 105. Each
of'rack 52 may include a rack power distribution unit 56. Rack
power distribution units 56 may distribute power to computer
systems 54.

Transformer 102 is coupled to a utility feed. The utility
feed may be a medium voltage feed. In certain embodiments,
the utility feed is at a voltage of about 13.5 kilovolts or 12.8
kilovolts at a frequency of about 60 Hz. Generators 104 may
provide power to primary power systems 106 in the event of
a failure of utility power to transformer 102. In one embodi-
ment, one of generators 104 provides back-up power for each
of primary power systems 106. UPS 110 may provide unin-
terrupted power to racks 52 in the event of a power failure
upstream from UPS 110.

Reserve power side 140 may provide reserve power for all
of the computer systems 54 supplied by primary power sys-
tems 106. In some embodiments, reserve power system 142 is
powered up at all times during operation of data center 50.
Reserve power system 142 may be passive until a failure of
one or more components of primary power side 100, at which
time reserve power system 142 may become active.

For illustrative purposes, three primary power systems are
shown in FIG. 1 (for clarity, details of only the front primary
power system 106 are shown). The number of primary power
systems 106 on primary power side 100 may vary, however. In
certain embodiments, a primary power side may include only
one primary power system. In addition, the number of power
distribution units, UPSs, switchgear apparatus may vary from
embodiment to embodiment (and, within a given embodi-
ment, from system to system). In some embodiments, pri-
mary power system 106 includes many floor power distribu-
tion units 112. As another example, a primary power system
may have one UPS that can supply power to many floor power
distribution units.

Reserve power system 142 includes transformer 144 and
generator 146. Transformer 144 may supply power to switch-
gear 148.

Reserve power system 142 also includes transformer 144
and power panels 152. Transformer 144 may and supply
power to power panels 152. Power panels 152 may distribute
power to servers 54 in racks 52. In one embodiment, each of
power panels 152 of reserve power system 142 corresponds to
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one of floor power distribution units 112 of one of primary
power systems 112. For example, if a floor power distribution
unit distributes primary power to all of the computer systems
in a rack, a remote power panel may distribute reserve power
to all of the computer systems in that rack.

Reserve power system 142 also includes an array of auto-
matic transfer switches 154. Automatic transfer switches 154
may control switching of power to computer systems 54
between primary power side 100 and reserve power side 140.
automatically switch power from one of primary power sys-
tems 106 to reserve power system 142. In some embodiments,
one automatic transfer switch is provided for each rack sys-
tem in a computer room. Thus, an automatic transfer switch
may switch input power to the rack between one of floor
distribution units 112 and one of remote power panels 152. In
another embodiment, an automatic transfer switch provided
for each half of a rack system. In still another embodiment,
automatic transfer switches may be provided at the server
level. In certain embodiments, a reserve power system
includes manual transfer switches. Manual transfer switches
may be used, for example, to enable maintenance operations
to be performed.

Although in the embodiment shown in FIG. 1, power to
servers is switched between primary power and reserve
power, in some embodiments, a data center may not have
automatic transfer switches to switch between primary power
and reserve power. In some embodiments, for example, serv-
ers in a rack system (such as servers 54 in racks 52) may be
dual-supplied by two power systems or include power sup-
plies that accept two or more power source inputs. A server
may be sourced from two power feeds without an automatic
transfer switch. In some embodiments, a redundant power
system for servers in a data center may operate in an active-
active failover configuration. In other embodiments, a redun-
dant power system for servers in a data center may operate in
an active-passive failover configuration.

Reserve power system 142 further includes controller 159.
Controller 159 may serve various control functions in reserve
power system 142. In some embodiments, controller 159 may
control some or all of automatic transfer switches 154 in
reserve power system 142. In certain embodiments, controller
159 includes at least one programmable logic controller. The
programmable logic controller may control some or all of'the
switching in or among devices in reserve power system 142.

In certain embodiments, each automatic transfer switch is
internally controlled. The automatic transfer switch may
include fault detection circuitry such that when a fault con-
dition is detected in the primary power input, the automatic
transfer switch automatically switches to reserve power.
Thus, for the computer systems coupled to the switch, in the
event of a failure in any of the elements on primary power side
100 upstream from an automatic transfer switch 154, includ-
ing floor power distribution unit 112, UPS 110, or switchgear
105, the automatic transfer switch may transfer input power
from primary power to reserve power. Following such trans-
fer, the computer systems that have been switched to reserve
power may receive power from power panels 152 of reserve
power system 142. In addition, the computer systems that
have been switched to reserve power may be protected against
power interruption by UPS 150. In one embodiment, failover
from primary power to reserve power is carried out within
about 8 to about 20 milliseconds.

In some embodiments, a reserve power system is oversub-
scribed. As used herein, “oversubscribed” refers to a condi-
tion in which total power requirements of the loads coupled to
a system exceed the capacity of the system (which includes,
for example, exceeding the capacity of a sub-system such as
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a reserve UPS). For example, a reserve power system may
have 5 rack systems coupled to it, but only be able to provide
reserve power to one of the rack systems at any given time. In
certain embodiments, oversubscription is applied at a facility-
wide level.

In various embodiments, a backup power system may
include automatic transfer switches at any level in a power
chain. In certain embodiments, a reserve power system may
include automatic transfer between primary power system
and back-up power system multiple levels in a power chain
(for example, at arack level and at a floor level). For example,
a reserve power system may include automatic transfer
switches at a UPS level and/or automatic transfer switches at
a switchgear level of the power distribution chain.

Although the loads in FIG. 1 are described for illustrative
purposes as being servers, loads in data center may include
various other electrical systems. Electrical systems may
include, for example, computing devices, rack-mounted serv-
ers, network control devices, power supply units, air moving
devices, and mass storage devices. Electrical systems may be
supported in racks or external to racks. Electrical systems
may perform various functions in a data center, such as data
storage or network services. Examples of electrical systems
that may be supplied with electrical power may include hos-
pital equipment, utility systems, security systems, military
systems, telecommunications systems, or electronic com-
merce systems. In certain embodiments, a load shedding sys-
tem protects operation of a critical system, such as a life
support system. In some embodiments, the systems are com-
puting devices (for example, servers) in a data center.

In some embodiments, a map is generated for electrical
systems (for example, servers) that perform operations in a
facility, power components in a power distribution system, or
both. The map may be based on signals sent from various
components in a data center. For example, in the embodiment
shown in FIG. 1, amap can be established that includes sets of
electrical systems 52 in racks 54.

Insome embodiments, computing assets are mapped to one
or more power distribution system components and/or
branches. Mapping may be based on IDs assigned to one or
more assets, or sets of assets, ofa system. In one embodiment,
sets of computing devices operating in racks are mapped to
circuit breakers that provide overcurrent protection for that
set of computing devices. For example, Servers ID0001
through 0010 in Rack 0006 in Data Center 4 may be mapped
to Circuit Breaker A021 in Power Panel PP062 in Data Center
4; Servers ID0011 through 0020 in Rack 0007 of Data Center
4 may be mapped to Circuit Breaker A022 in Power Panel
PP062 in Data Center 4; etc.

In some embodiments, baseline data for mapping of com-
ponents one or more a computing facilities are stored in a
database. At a later time, the map may be updated based on a
new set of messages from components in the computing
facilities. Comparisons between the baseline data and current
data may be used to assess conditions or components.

FIG. 2 illustrates an embodiment of a data center including
rack systems fed by sets of automatic transfer switches. Data
center 160 includes rack systems 162, primary power system
164, reserve power system 166, and automatic transfer
switches 168. Rack systems 162 include electrical systems
170. Electrical systems may include, for example, computer
systems, rack-mounted servers, network control devices,
power supply units, air moving devices, and mass storage
devices.

Rack systems 162 are located in computing room 172.
Electrical systems 170 may receive electrical power from
primary power system 164 and reserve power system 166 by

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

way of subfloor feed to the computing room 172. Primary
power system 164 and reserve power system 166 are coupled
to automatic transfer switches 168 in ATS rack 169 and sub-
floor location 171. Automatic transfer switches 168 in ATS
rack 169 switch between primary and reserve input power and
supply the power to electrical systems 210 in the left set of
rack systems 162. Automatic transfer switches 168 in sub-
floor location 171 switch between primary and reserve input
power and supply the power to electrical systems 170 in the
right set of rack systems 162.

Primary power system 164 and reserve power system 166
may include one or more of various other components and
sub-systems, such as transformers, generators, switchgear,
and floor power distribution units. Primary power system 164
and reserve power system 166 each include UPS 195. In some
embodiments, a primary source receptacle panel and a
reserve source receptacle panel are each included in, or
receive power from, a floor power distribution unit.

Although only one primary power system 164 and one
reserve power systems 166 are shown in FIG. 2, automatic
transfer switches may in a data center may receive power
from any number of primary and reserve power systems.

The number of primary power systems 164 may vary from
embodiment to embodiment. In certain embodiments, the
primary power side in a data center includes only one primary
power system. In addition, the number of power distribution
units, UPSs, switchgear apparatus may vary from embodi-
ment to embodiment (and, within a given embodiment, from
system to system). In some embodiments, primary power
system 164 includes many floor power distribution units. As
another example, a primary power system may have one UPS
that can supply power to many floor power distribution units.

Components and sub-systems of primary power system
164 and reserve power system 166 may be provided in any
suitable location. In one embodiment, a primary source
receptacle panel, a reserve source receptacle panel, and auto-
matic transfer switches 168 are in a sub-floor space below the
floor of a computing room of a data center.

In FIG. 2, for the sake of clarity, only two sets of rack
systems 162 are illustrated. In various embodiments, how-
ever, a system may have any number of rack systems, auto-
matic transfer switches, and other components and systems.
In one embodiment, two automatic transfer switches are pro-
vided for each rack system. Each of the two automatic trans-
fer switches may control power for half ofthe servers inarack
system.

In some embodiments, a system includes automatic trans-
fer switches that each supply electrical power to a load. A
power junction device in at least one of the branches couple
with a back-up power source such that a load coupled to the
output of the automatic transfer switch in the branch is also
coupled to the back-up power source

In some embodiments, two or more branches in a system
may be cross-coupled. In a cross-coupled state, all of the
loads in the group may receive power from a common back-
up source. In some embodiments, the outputs of two or more
ATSs are cross-coupled such that each load in the group can
receive power from two or more ATSs other the ATS in the
branch it is in. In the event of a failure of a predetermined
number of the ATSs in the group (for example, one ATS in a
group of 4 ATSs), the remaining ATSs have sufficient capacity
to supply electrical power for all of the loads in the group.

FIG. 3 illustrates one embodiment of a system that includes
power junction devices that can be used to cross couple the
outputs of automatic transfer switches. System 200 includes
loads 202 and power distribution system 204. System 200



US 9,081,568 B1

9

may be, in one embodiment, a data center. Loads 202 may
each be, for example, a set of computing devices in one or
more racks in a data center.

Power distribution system 204 includes primary power
system 206, secondary power system 208, and ATSs 210.
Each of ATSs 210 may include two inputs and one output.
ATSs 210 may switch between one of the two outputs. Each
of ATSs 210 is coupled to ATS output lines 214, primary input
lines 216, and secondary input lines 218. Each of ATS output
lines 214, primary input lines 216, and secondary input lines
218 may each include a pair of conductors. The pair may be,
for example, a hot conductor and a neutral conductor, or two
conductors of a multi-phase system (for example, a three-
phase power system). The pair of conductors may be used to
transmit power to the loads.

In some embodiments, the primary input of all of the ATSs
are coupled to the same primary power source, and the sec-
ondary input of all of the ATSs are coupled the same second-
ary power source. In some embodiments, however, different
ones of ATSs 210 may be coupled to a different secondary
power source (for example, to a different UPS). In some
embodiments, each of ATSs 210 is supplied with secondary
power from its own UPS.

Each of loads 202 is coupled to one of ATSs 210 by way of
ATS power output lines 214, power junction device 220, and
load lines 221. Each set of ATS 210 and a corresponding
power junction device 220 may define a branch of power
distribution system 204. Each ofloads 202 may receive power
from ATS power output lines 214 by way of power junction
device 220 and load power lines 221. Power junction device
220 may also couple loads 202 to cross coupling power bus
222.

In some embodiments, cross coupling power bus 222 is
connected such that different branches within system 202 are
connected with one another. In some embodiments, cross
coupling power bus 222 is a back-up power source outside of
a group. In certain embodiments, cross coupling power bus
222 is connected to a back-up power source that is separate
from primary power 206 and secondary power 208. In this
case, an additional level of redundancy may be provided for
loads 202.

Power junction device 220 includes enclosure 224. [L.oad
connector pair 226, ATS connector pair 228, and cross cou-
pling connector pair 230. A connector receptacle for each of
load connector pair 226, ATS connector pair 228, and cross
coupling connector pair 230 may be provided on enclosure
224.

In various embodiments, a power junction device may
include switching devices. The switching devices may be
used to make or break a connection among a load and a power
source, among two one or more power sources, or both. For
example, in FIG. 3, power junction device 220 includes load
switching device 232, power input switching device 234, and
bus coupling switching device 236. One side of each of load
switching device 232, power input switching device 234, and
bus coupling switching device 236 may be commonly
coupled to junction 238. The other side of load switching
device 232 may be coupled to load lines 221. The other side
of power input switching device 234 may be coupled to ATS
output power lines 214. The other side of bus coupling
switching device may be coupled to cross coupling power bus
bar 222.

As noted above, power from ATS 210 may be supplied to
one or more of loads 202 by way of one or more power
junction devices 220. Thus, in FIG. 3, for example, each of
load switching devices 232 and power input switching
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devices 234 is in a closed state such that power is transmitted
through power junction device 220.

In some embodiments, two or more branches within a
power distribution system are cross-coupled such that one or
more of loads in the system share power from power compo-
nent in one branch of the system. In various embodiments,
cross-coupling in a data center in two or more groups. For
example, in the system shown in FIG. 1, each of the three
layers of automatic transfer switches 154 may be grouped
separately. As another example, in the system shown in FIG.
2, the automatic transter switches in rack 169 may be grouped
separately from the automatic transfer switches in subfloor
space 171. In either case, a power junction box (such as power
junction box 220 shown in FIG. 3) may be provided between
the load and an ATS each branch of the system, and a coupling
power bus (such as cross coupling power bus 222 shown in
FIG. 3) may be provided between the power junction boxes to
enable cross coupling of two or more of the branches of the
system.

FIG. 4 illustrates one embodiment of a system including
multiple automatic transfer switches that are cross-coupled
via power junction devices. In FIG. 4, each of switching
devices 236 is closed such that all of the ATS power outputs
are coupled via cross coupling power bus 222. In this state,
each of loads 202 can receives power from the corresponding
ATS 210 in its branch. Each of loads 202 also can receive
power from all the other ATSs 210 included within the group
via cross coupling power bus 222. Thus, even if one of ATSs
210 fails to supply power the load in its branch, the load will
remain in service by drawings from other ATSs 210 in the
group (or, from an external back-up source coupled to cross
coupling power bus 222.)

In some embodiments, a system includes a group of auto-
matic transfer switches whose outputs can be cross-coupled
while the automatic transfer switches supply power from a
secondary feed (for example, reserve power). FIG. 5 illus-
trates one embodiment of a system with cross-coupled auto-
matic transfer switches that are on a secondary feed. In FIG.
5, primary power input 216 is down for each of ATSs 210.
ATSs 210 may operate to switch over to receive power
through secondary input lines 218. ATS power outputs 214
are coupled via cross coupling power bus 222 such that each
load 202 can draw power from any of ATSs 210.

In some embodiments, a system includes a switching
device that can decouple a branch of a power distribution
system from other branches of the power distribution system.
The switch may be used to isolate one branch of a system
from the other branches of the system. In some embodiments,
one or more branches are isolated from other branches in
response to an overcurrent condition on an ATS in one branch
of group.

FIG. 6 illustrates one embodiment of a system in which a
power junction device decouples a branch of a system from
other branches of the system. In FIG. 6, switching device
236a in power junction device 220a is in an open state such
that the branch including ATS 210a and load 202q is
decoupled from cross coupling power bus 222. In this condi-
tion, the loads in the other branches of the group cannot cause
an overload of ATS 210q. In addition, load 202a cannot
contribute to an overcurrent condition of any of ATS 210 in
the other branches in the group. In some embodiments, open-
ing of switching device 2364 may occur in response to an
overcurrent condition in one of ATSs 210. For example, if an
overcurrent condition is detected in ATS 2104 caused by draw
from other branches of system 200, switching device 236a
may open so that ATS 2104 only supplies power to load 202a.
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In some embodiments, a power distribution system
includes a switching device for isolating the output of one
branch of a power distribution system from the outputs of
other power components in a network of power components.

In some embodiments, a power junction device detects a
mismatch (for example, a phase mismatch) between power
from a main input and power from cross coupled power
components.

FIG. 7 illustrates one embodiment of an ATS stuck on a
secondary feed in which the ATS has been isolated from other
ATSs in a group. Each of power junction devices 220 includes
phase detection device 244. Each of phase detection devices
244 may be operable to detect a mismatch between from cross
coupling power bus 222 and power lines 214.

In the situation illustrated in FIG. 7, all of ATS 210 except
for ATS 210a have switched back from secondary feed to
primary feed (primary power input lines 216). Because ATS
210aq failed to switch back, ATS power output lines 214a
continue to be coupled to secondary input lines 218a. Phase
detection device 244a may detect a mismatch between the
secondary feed on ATS power output lines 214a and the
primary feed in cross coupling power bus 222. In response to
detecting a mismatch, phase detection device 244a may open
power input switching device 234a to isolate ATS 210a from
power bus 244. Load 202a may remain in service using power
drawn from ATSs 210 in other branches of the group via cross
coupling power bus 222.

In some embodiments, switching devices in a power junc-
tion device include one or more residual current devices.
Examples of residual current devices that may be used
include residual-current circuit breaker (“RCCB”) devices,
residual current circuit breaker with overload protection
(“RCBO”) devices, appliance leakage current interrupter
(“ALCI”) devices, and ground fault circuit interruption
(“GFCI”) devices. In certain embodiments, a residual current
device is used in combination with (for example, in series
with) one or more circuit breakers.

In certain embodiments, a power junction device includes
a residual current device that detects a power mismatch
between two or more power lines. For example, power junc-
tion device 220 may include a residual current device that
detects an imbalance between a line on cross coupling power
bus 222 and one of ATS power output lines 214a.

In certain embodiments, the residual current device detects
an imbalance and opens a switch to decouple the mismatched
power lines. In some embodiments, a power junction box
includes a combination of overcurrent detection and ground
fault detection.

In some embodiments, a circuit protection device in a
power junction device detects an imbalance between two or
more power lines. In response to the imbalance, the circuit
protection device may interrupt power to some or all of the
electrical systems coupled to the ATS, decouple two or more
sets of power lines, or both.

In various embodiments, some of the circuit protection
devices in a power junction device detect an imbalance
between power lines supplying power to electrical systems, a
magnitude of current in one or more power lines supplying
power to electrical systems, or both. Circuit protection
devices may include, in some embodiments, active circuits to
detect conditions of power lines. The active circuits may be
used to implement variable threshold settings. In certain
embodiments, an electronic circuit protection device includes
one or more op amps.

In some embodiments, a power junction device limits the
effect of a single in power distribution system component or
load. For example, a power junction device may isolate an
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ATS having a short on its primary or secondary inputs power
sources from its neighbors. As another example, a power
junction device may keep a short in a rack from reaching an
ATS that has inadequate short circuit protection on its output.

In some embodiments, a power junction device between a
power output and a load can shed the load from power supply
components in a power distribution system. FIG. 8 illustrates
one embodiment of'a system in which a power junction device
has shed a load from a group of cross-coupled automatic
transfer switches. In FIG. 8, switching device 2324 has been
opened to shed load 2024 from the system. Shedding load
202a may reduce a load on ATS 210a, on other ATSs 210 in
the group, or both.

In some embodiments, switches in a network are coupled
to a power network control system. The control system may
be coupled to, or part of a power management system for a
data center. Sensors may provide information to the control
system about conditions, status, or characteristics in the
power network. The control system may control switching
devices among power components and loads in the data cen-
ter. For example, referring to FIG. 8, system 250 includes
control system 252. Control system 252 is coupled to load
switching device 232, power input switching device 234, and
bus coupling switching device 236 in power junction devices
220. In some embodiments, a control system includes a pro-
grammable logic controller.

In some embodiments, a control system controls switching
with a power network based on measurements of power char-
acteristics acquired in a power distribution system. For
example, in the system illustrated in FIG. 8, current sensors
may be provided on one or more of loads to sense the current
draw from each of loads 202. Control system 252 may be
operated to control one or more of load switching device 232,
power input switching device 234, and bus coupling switch-
ing device 236 in power junction devices 220. In one embodi-
ment, control system 252 operates bus coupling switching
device 236 to isolate or connect one or more of the branches
of the system from other branches of the system. In another
embodiment, control system 252 operates ATS power input
switching device 234. In still another embodiment, control
system 252 operates load switching devices 232 to isolate a
load from a group of ATS outputs.

In some embodiments, connections in a power distribution
system of a data center are controlled based on a rack priority.
For example, in certain embodiments, lower priority racks
may be shed for a network of automatic transfer switches. As
another example, a branch including a lower priority rack
may remain be isolated from higher priority racks. In some
embodiments, loads and power components are mapped to
provide information for controlling power to racks based on
priority. In some embodiments, a control system (such as
control system 252 shown in FIG. 8) stored map data relating
to the loads, power components, or both, for use in controlling
one or more power distribution systems in a data center.

In some embodiments, information from power junction
devices is reported over a network. For example, in the system
illustrated in FIG. 8, control system 252 may be used to send
information from power junction devices 220 to a power
management system via a network connection.

In the system illustrated in FIG. 8, load switching device
232, power input switching device 234, and bus coupling
switching device 236 can all be controlled via control system
252. Load switching device 232, power input switching
device 234, and bus coupling switching device 236 in each of
power junction device may nevertheless in some embodi-
ments be controlled via internal control circuitry in the power
junction device. In addition, in some embodiments some or
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all of load switching device 232, power input switching
device 234, and bus coupling switching device 236 are pas-
sive devices. For example, in one embodiment, load switch-
ing devices 232 are circuit breakers. In certain embodiments,
some or all ofload switching device 232, power input switch-
ing device 234, and bus coupling switching device 236 may
be omitted (for example, such that load power lines 221, cross
coupling power bus 222, or ATS power output lines 214 are
always connected to junction 238.)

In system 250 illustrated in FIG. 8, all of power junction
devices 220 are commonly controlled by a single control
system (control system 252). Power junction devices may,
nevertheless, in some embodiments be controlled by two or
more control devices. In some embodiments, control of
power junctions between ATSs and loads are distributed
among two or more control devices. For example, half of the
power junction devices in a group may be controlled by one
controller, and the other half of the power junction devices in
the group may be controlled by another controller. In certain
embodiments, a separate controller is provided for each group
of ATSs.

In some embodiments, each power junction device
includes its own controller. For example, in the embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 8, each of power junction devices 220 may
include a controller. Each controller may control switching
devices of the power junction device. In one embodiment, a
controller in each of power junction devices 220 controls load
switching device 232, power input switching device 234, and
bus coupling switching device 236.

In some embodiments, power junction devices in a system
exchange information among one another, with external sys-
tems, or both. In one embodiment, power junction devices in
a system are connected with one another over a network. Each
power junction device may operate based on information
received from one or more other power junction devices. For
example, referring to FI1G. 8, if a controller in power junction
device 220a receives a warning from another one of power
junction devices 220 that an overcurrent condition exists,
power junction device 220a may isolate ATS 20a and load
202a from the other loads.

In some embodiments, a controller in a power junction
device operates based conditions or characteristics of loads,
an electrical power distribution system, or both. For example,
a controller in power junction device 210a may control load
switching device 232 and bus coupling switching device 236
based on information from current sensors in power distribu-
tion system 204.

FIG. 9 illustrates a method of supplying power to loads
with cross-coupled automatic transfer switches. At 400, loads
are coupled to automatic transfer switches of a power distri-
bution system. Each pairing of a load with an automatic
transfer switch may form a branch of the system.

At 402, branches are cross-coupled to form a group of
automatic transfer switches such that a load coupled to the
output of the automatic transfer switch in at least one of the
branches is coupled to the output of an automatic transfer
switch in the other branches of the group.

At 404, electrical power is supplied through the automatic
transfer switches to at least one of the loads. A load in one
branch may receive power from automatic transfer switches
in the other branches of the group. In some embodiments, one
branch may be isolated from one or more other branches in
response to an overcurrent condition in one of the branches. In
some embodiments, an automatic transfer switch whose
power characteristics do not match those of the group is
isolated from the group. For example, if one automatic trans-

10

15

20

25

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

14

fer switch has failed to switch back to primary to primary
power after a restoration, that automatic transfer switch may
be isolated from the group.

In some embodiments, the number of automatic transfer
switches is chosen to limit the effects (for example, “blast
radius™) of a failure of a power system component or over-
current condition. For example, a failure in one group of ATSs
that are cross coupled in a data center may not cause a failure
in other groups of cross-coupled ATSs in the data center.

Systems with power junction devices for cross coupling
power components may in various embodiments include any
number of loads, automatic transfer switches, and power
junction devices. In some embodiments, each ATS receives
power from a separate secondary source. In other embodi-
ments, one or more ATSs receive power from the same source.

Although the embodiments above have been described in
considerable detail, numerous variations and modifications
will become apparent to those skilled in the art once the above
disclosure is fully appreciated. It is intended that the follow-
ing claims be interpreted to embrace all such variations and
modifications.

What is claimed is:

1. A data center, comprising:

a plurality of loads; and

an electrical power distribution system, comprising:

a primary power source;

one or more secondary power sources; and

one or more groups of automatic transfer switches,
wherein each of at least two of the automatic transfer
switches comprises a first input coupled to the pri-
mary power source, a second input coupled to at least
one of the one or more secondary power sources, and
an output coupled to a corresponding one of the loads,
wherein the automatic transfer switch is configured to
switch the output to the load between the first input
and second input, wherein each automatic transfer
switch and its corresponding load define a branch of
the group;

wherein each of at least one of the one or more groups of
the automatic transfer switches comprises a power
cross-coupling system configured to cross-couple at
least two of the branches in the group such that a load
coupled to the output of the automatic transfer switch
in at least one branch in the group is coupled to the
output of an automatic transfer switch in at least one
other branch of the group.

2. The data center of claim 1, wherein at least one of the
branches of at least one of the groups comprises a power
junction device, wherein the power junction device is config-
ured to couple the load of the branch to the output of an
automatic transfer switch in at least one other branch of the
group.

3. The data center of claim 1, wherein the power cross-
coupling system for at least one of the groups of automatic
transfer switches is configured to isolate one branch of the
group from at least one other branch of the group in response
to an overcurrent condition of the automatic transfer switch in
the one branch.

4. The data center of claim 1, wherein the power cross-
coupling system for at least one of the groups of automatic
transfer switches is configured to:

detect a mismatch between the power output of an auto-

matic transfer switch in one branch of the group and
power being supplied from one or more other branches
of the group; and
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isolate, in response to detecting a power output mismatch,
the automatic transfer switch from the corresponding
load of the branch and from the other branches of the
group.

5. The data center of claim 1, wherein the one or more
groups of automatic transfer switches comprise two or more
groups of at least two automatic transfer switches, wherein
each of at least two of the groups comprises a power cross-
coupling system configured to cross-couple the outputs of the
at least two automatic transfer switches in the group such that
a load coupled to the output of one of the automatic transfer
switches in the group is coupled to the output of at least one
other automatic transfer switch in the group.

6. A system, comprising:

a plurality of loads; and

an electrical power distribution system, comprising:
a primary power source;
one or more secondary power sources; and

two or more automatic transfer switches, wherein each of
at least two of the automatic transfer switches comprises
a first input coupled to the primary power source, a
second input coupled to at least one of the one or more
secondary power sources, and an output coupled to a
corresponding one of the loads, wherein the automatic
transfer switch is configured to switch the output to the
load between the first input and second input, wherein
each automatic transfer switch and its corresponding
load define a branch of the system;

wherein at least one branch of the system comprises a
power junction device configured to couple the output of
the automatic transfer switch in the branch with a back-
up power source from another branch of the system such
that aload coupled to the output of the automatic transfer
switch in the branch is coupled to the back-up power
source.

7. The system of claim 6,

wherein the one or more automatic transfer switches com-
prise one or more groups of automatic transfer switches,
wherein each automatic transfer switch and its corre-
sponding load define a branch of the group,

wherein each of at least one of the one or more groups of the
automatic transfer switches comprises a power cross-
coupling system configured to cross-couple at least two
of the branches in the group such that a load coupled to
the output of the automatic transfer switch in at least one
branch in the group is coupled to the output of an auto-
matic transfer switch in at least one other branch of the

group.

8. The system of claim 6, wherein the power cross-cou-
pling system for at least one of the groups of automatic
transfer switches comprises:

a power bus; and

a power junction device in each of two or more branches,
wherein each of the one or more power junction devices
is coupled to the power bus such that the load of the
branch is coupled to an automatic transfer switch in at
least one other branch of the group.

9. The system of claim 6, wherein at least one power
junction device in at least one branch is configured to isolate
one branch of the group from at least one other branch of the
group in response to an overcurrent condition of the auto-
matic transfer switch in the one branch.
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10. The system of claim 6, wherein at least one power
junction device in at least one branch is configured to:

detect a mismatch between the power output of an auto-

matic transfer switch in one branch of the group and
power being supplied from the back-up power source;
and

isolate, in response to detecting a power output mismatch,

the automatic transfer switch from the corresponding
load of the branch and from the back-up power source.

11. The system of claim 6, wherein at least one power
junction device in at least one branch comprises one or more
residual current devices, wherein at least one of the one or
more residual current devices is configured to isolate, in
response to detecting a power output mismatch, the automatic
transfer switch from the corresponding load and from the
back-up power source.

12. The system of claim 6, wherein at least one power
junction device in at least one branch is configured to shed
one or more of the loads in response to an overcurrent con-
dition in the at least one branch.

13. The system of claim 6, wherein at least one of the
secondary power sources is oversubscribed.

14. The system of claim 6, further comprising a control
system configured to control a connection between at least
two branches in the system.

15. The system of claim 14, wherein the control system is
configured to control a connection between at least two
branches based on one or more characteristics of power in the
electrical power distribution system.

16. The system of claim 14, wherein the control system is
configured to control a connection between at least two
branches based at least in part on a priority of one or more of
the loads relative to one or more other loads.

17. The system of claim 6, wherein each of at least two of
the branches comprises a power junction device, wherein at
least two of the power junction devices comprises a controller
configured to control one or more switching devices in the
power junction device.

18. The system of claim 17, wherein a controller of at least
one of the power junction devices is configured to control
switching devices in the power junction device based on
information received from one or more other power junction
devices in the system.

19. A power junction device, comprising:

a main junction power input configured to couple with a

power source;

a junction power output configured to couple with a load;

a set of conductors configured to couple the main junction

power input to the junction power output;

one or more sets of power cross coupling terminals,

wherein each of at least one of the sets of power cross-
coupling terminals is configured to couple the load to a
back-up power source;

one or more switching devices configurable to switch such

that the main junction power input is isolated from the
junction power output; and

one or more other switching devices configurable to switch

such that at least one of the one or more sets of cross
coupling terminals is isolated from the main junction
power input.

20. The power junction device of claim 19, wherein the one
or more other switching devices are configurable to isolate at
least one of the one or more sets of cross coupling terminals
from the main junction power input and the junction power
output.

21. The power junction device of claim 19, wherein the one
ormore switching devices are configurable to isolate the main
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power input from the junction power output and the one or
more sets of cross coupling terminals.

22. The power junction device of claim 21, wherein the one
ormore switching devices comprise a residual current device,
wherein the residual current device is configured to isolate the
main power input from the junction power output and the one
or more sets of cross coupling terminals in response to a
mismatch between at least one of the cross coupling terminals
and at least one line of the main power input.

23. The power junction device of claim 19, further com-
prising:

one or more power sensing devices configured to sense a

mismatch in power characteristics between the main
power input and at least one set of the cross coupling
terminals.

24. A method, comprising:

coupling each of a plurality of loads to an automatic trans-

fer switch of a power distribution system, wherein each
of the automatic transfer switches is configured to
switch between a primary power source and a secondary
power source, wherein each coupling of an automatic
transfer switch to a load defines a branch of the power
distribution system;

cross-coupling at least two of the branches to form a group

of automatic transfer switches such that a load coupled
to the output of the automatic transfer switch in at least
one of the branches is coupled to the output of an auto-
matic transfer switch in at least one other branch of the
group; and

25
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supplying electrical power through the automatic transfer

switches to at least one of the loads.

25. The method of claim 24, further comprising isolating
one branch of the group from at least one other branch of the
group in response to an overcurrent condition of the auto-
matic transfer switch in the one branch.

26. The method of claim 24, further comprising:

detecting a mismatch between the power output of an auto-

matic transfer switch in one branch of the group and
power being supplied from one or more other branches
of the group; and

isolating, in response to detecting a power output mis-

match, the automatic transfer switch from the corre-
sponding load and from the other branches of the group.

27. The method of claim 24, further comprising shedding at
least one of the loads in response to an overcurrent condition
in at least one of the branches.

28. The method of claim 24, further comprising controlling
a connection between at least two of the branches in at least
one of the one or more groups of automatic transfer switches
based on one or more characteristics of power in the electrical
power distribution system.

29. The method of claim 24, further comprising controlling
a connection between at least two of the branches in at least
one of the one or more groups of automatic transfer switches
based at least in part on a priority of one or more racks.
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